
 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NHS 2022 SUMMER READING PROGRAM: 

Lighthearted:  

The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion - An international sensation, this hilarious, feel-good novel is narrated 
by an oddly charming and socially challenged genetics professor on an unusual quest: to find out if he is 
capable of true love.  

Don Tillman, professor of genetics, has never been on a second date. He is a man who can count all his friends 
on the fingers of one hand, whose lifelong difficulty with social rituals has convinced him that he is simply not 
wired for romance. So, when an acquaintance informs him that he would make a “wonderful” husband, his 
first reaction is shock. Yet he must concede to the statistical probability that there is someone for everyone, 
and he embarks upon The Wife Project. In the orderly, evidence-based manner with which he approaches all 
things, Don sets out to find the perfect partner. She will be punctual and logical—most definitely not a barmaid, 
a smoker, a drinker, or a late-arriver.  

Yet Rosie Jarman is all these things. She is also beguiling, fiery, intelligent—and on a quest of her own. She is 
looking for her biological father, a search that a certain DNA expert might be able to help her with. Don's Wife 
Project takes a back burner to the Father Project and an unlikely relationship blooms, forcing the scientifically 
minded geneticist to confront the spontaneous whirlwind that is Rosie—and the realization that love is not 
always what looks good on paper.  

The Rosie Project is a moving and hilarious novel for anyone who has ever tenaciously gone after life or love 
in the face of overwhelming challenges.  Lexile 850 

Challenging:  

Love, Hate & Other Filters by Samira Ahmed - A searing #OwnVoices coming-of-age debut in which an Indian-
American Muslim teen confronts Islamophobia and a reality she can neither explain nor escape—perfect for 
fans of Angie Thomas, Jacqueline Woodson, and Adam Silvera.  

American-born seventeen-year-old Maya Aziz is torn between worlds. There’s the proper one her parents 
expect for their good Indian daughter: attending a college close to their suburban Chicago home, and being 
paired off with an older Muslim boy her mom deems “suitable.” And then there is the world of her dreams: 
going to film school and living in New York City—and maybe (just maybe) pursuing a boy she’s known from 
afar since grade school, a boy who’s finally falling into her orbit at school.  

There’s also the real world, beyond Maya’s control. In the aftermath of a horrific crime perpetrated hundreds 
of miles away, her life is turned upside down. The community she’s known since birth becomes unrecognizable; 
neighbors and classmates alike are consumed with fear, bigotry, and hatred. Ultimately, Maya must find the 
strength within to determine where she truly belongs. Lexile 660 
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Adventurous:  
 
The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes - Avery Grambs has a plan for a better future: survive high 
school, win a scholarship, and get out. When billionaire Tobias Hawthorne leaves Avery his fortune, she has no 
idea why. To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into sprawling Hawthorne House, where every room 
bears the old man's touch - and his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes. Hawthorne House is also occupied by 
the four Hawthorne Grandsons: magnetic, brilliant boys. Heir apparent Grayson Hawthorne is convinced Avery 
must be a conwoman. Jameson views her as their Grandfather's last hurrah: a riddle to be solved. In a world 
of wealth and privilege, Avery will have to play the game to survive. Lexile 640 

Dystopia:  

Dry by Neal Shusterman Jarrod Shusterman - When the California drought escalates to catastrophic 
proportions, one teen is forced to make life and death decisions for her family in this harrowing story of survival. 
The drought—or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it—has been going on for a while now. Everyone’s lives have 
become an endless list of don’ts: don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up your pool, don’t take long showers.  Until 
the taps run dry.  Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals into a warzone of desperation; neighbors 
and families turned against each other on the hunt for water. And when her parents don’t return and her life—
and the life of her brother—is threatened, Alyssa has to make impossible choices if she’s going to survive. 
Lexile 790 

Informative:   

21 Lessons for the 21st Century by Yuval Noah Harari - In Sapiens, he explored our past. In Homo Deus, he 
looked to our future. Now, one of the most innovative thinkers on the planet turns to the present to make 
sense of today's most pressing issues.  

How do computers and robots change the meaning of being human? How do we deal with the epidemic of 
fake news? Are nations and religions still relevant? What should we teach our children?  

Yuval Noah Harari's 21 Lessons for the 21st Century is a probing and visionary investigation into today's most 
urgent issues as we move into the uncharted territory of the future. As technology advances faster than our 
understanding of it, hacking becomes a tactic of war, and the world feels more polarized than ever, Harari 
addresses the challenge of navigating life in the face of constant and disorienting change and raises the 
important questions we need to ask ourselves in order to survive.   

In twenty-one accessible chapters that are both provocative and profound, Harari builds on the ideas explored 
in his previous books, untangling political, technological, social, and existential issues and offering advice on 
how to prepare for a very different future from the world we now live in: How can we retain freedom of choice 
when Big Data is watching us? What will the future workforce look like, and how should we ready ourselves for 
it? How should we deal with the threat of terrorism? Why is liberal democracy in crisis?  
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Harari's unique ability to make sense of where we have come from and where we are going has captured the 
imaginations of millions of readers. Here he invites us to consider values, meaning, and personal engagement 
in a world full of noise and uncertainty. When we are deluged with irrelevant information, clarity is power. 
Presenting complex contemporary challenges clearly and accessibly, 21 Lessons for the 21st Century is 
essential reading. Lexile 900 

LBGTQIA:  

Hero by Perry Moore - The last thing in the world Thom Creed wants is to add to his father's pain, so he keeps 
secrets. Like that he has special powers. And that he's been asked to join the League - the very organization 
of superheroes that spurned his dad. But the most painful secret of all is one Thom can barely face himself: 
he's gay.  

But becoming a member of the League opens up a new world to Thom. There, he connects with a misfit group 
of aspiring heroes, including Scarlett, who can control fire but not her anger; Typhoid Larry, who can make 
anyone sick with his touch; and Ruth, a wise old broad who can see the future. Like Thom, these heroes have 
things to hide; but they will have to learn to trust one another when they uncover a deadly conspiracy within 
the League.  

To survive, Thom will face challenges he never imagined. To find happiness, he'll have to come to terms with 
his father's past and discover the kind of hero he really wants to be. Lexile 880 

Mysterious:  

Truly Devious by Maureen Johnson - Ellingham Academy is a famous private school in Vermont for the 
brightest thinkers, inventors, and artists. It was founded by Albert Ellingham, an early twentieth century 
tycoon, who wanted to make a wonderful place full of riddles, twisting pathways, and gardens. “A place,” he 
said, “where learning is a game.”  

Shortly after the school opened, his wife and daughter were kidnapped. The only real clue was a mocking riddle 
listing method of murder, signed with the frightening pseudonym “Truly, Devious.” It became one of the great 
unsolved crimes of American history.  

True-crime aficionado Stevie Bell is set to begin her first year at Ellingham Academy, and she has an ambitious 
plan: She will solve this cold case. That is, she will solve the case when she gets a grip on her demanding new 
school life and her housemates: the inventor, the novelist, the actor, the artist, and the jokester. But something 
strange is happening. Truly Devious makes a surprise return, and death revisits Ellingham Academy. The past 
has crawled out of its grave. Someone has gotten away with murder.   

The two interwoven mysteries of this first book in the Truly Devious series dovetail brilliantly, and Stevie Bell 
will continue her relentless quest for the murderers in books two and three. Lexile 680 
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